[Mediastinitis: Clinical Presentation and Therapy].
Acute infection of the mediastinum remains a condition with high morbidity and lethality rates. The manifestation and course of the illness vary widely depending on the cause of infection. Lack of knowledge or awareness of the illness and mostly unspecific clinical symptoms often delay diagnosis and thereby the start of adequate therapy. Computed tomography (CT) of the neck and thorax is the method of choice for diagnostics and control of therapeutic success. An early diagnosis with immediate surgical debridement and drainage of all infected tissue compartments, as well as strict sepsis therapy, are decisive for the prognosis.